Systemic lupus erythematosus in children with sickle cell disease.
Coexistence of sickle cell disease (SCD) and systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) has been reported in 11 patients. The authors describe five additional patients with SCD and symptoms initially attributable to SCD who were later found to have SLE. Patients were identified over a 10-year period (1991-2001) in a pediatric sickle cell population numbering approximately 350. All patients are African-American. Age at diagnosis of SLE was 9 to 17 years (median 11 years), and follow-up after diagnosis ranged from 6 months to 10 years (median 3 years). SLE cerebritis (n = 3), serositis (n = 4), and nephritis (n = 2) were common findings. Physicians should be alerted to the possible development of SLE in patients with SCD.